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Bay Rockets teammates paint the Village Project offices.

Westlake PTAs’ donation 
benefits 330 families

Westlake students prepare to unload a school bus full of donations for the 
May Dugan Center. Nearly 3,800 items were collected districtwide.

by MARY ESSIG

For over 20 years, the 
Westlake Council 
of PTAs (Westlake 

Council) and its member 
PTAs have teamed with 
the May Dugan Center in 

Cleveland to provide food 
and toiletry items to local 
families in need. In recent 
years, the donations have 
expanded to include West-
lake Assistance as well. In 
October 2016, all seven 
Westlake schools and their 

PTA units, city school dis-
trict administration, the 
transportation depart-
ment, and Westlake Early 
Childhood PTA joined 
together to make the larg-
est donation to date. 

The history of Detroit Road: 
From stumps to planks

Construction began in 1849 on the Detroit Plank Road bridge spanning 
the Rocky River. It was built to replace a “rickety” old bridge built in 
1820. This picture is displayed at the Rocky River Public Library.

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Part one in a series about Detroit Road.

According to “A History and Civics of 
Dover Village” written by Hadsell 

and Rutherford in 1930, Detroit Road 
follows the shoreline of an ancient lake 
known as Lake Warren. At different 

geologic times lakes have formed four 
different cliff-like ridges at what today 
is Butternut Ridge in North Olmsted, 
Center Ridge and Detroit roads in West-
lake (known as Middle Ridge and North 
Ridge roads in the early days) and Lake 
Road in Bay Village.

 » See DETROIT ROAD page 8

 » See PTAs page 4

Bay Rockets team up to paint Village Project
by DIANE FRYE

The Bay Rockets basketball team not 
only dominates the paint on the 
court, they also wield a pretty mean 

paintbrush in service of others.
The varsity boys started out the new 

year right by giving the headquarters of the 
Village Project a fresh new coat of interior 
paint. The idea to help out VP was theirs. 
Team captain Jack Jelen had approached 
Village Project Executive Director Barb 
Harrell, volunteering the team to assist 
the organization in some way. 

 » See ROCKETS page 6

LBMS principal Wilson 
takes over at WHS
by KIM BONVISSUTO

On Feb. 10, Westlake 
High School Princi-
pal Timothy Free-

man will retire. Lee Burne-
son Middle School Principal 
Paul Wilson will immediately 
assume the duties of high 
school principal.

Freeman, who is leav-
ing Westlake for a new pro-

fessional opportunity, came 
to Westlake as WHS princi-
pal in 2006. Prior to WHS, 
Freeman was principal at 
Avon Lake High School and 
Albion Middle School in 
Strongsville, where he also 
served as Director of Pupil 
Services, and assistant prin-
cipal at Strongsville High 
School. 

Bay Village 
community 
grant funding 
available

Trustees of The Bay Village Founda-
tion announced that the Foundation 
is accepting grant requests for specific 

projects of local civic and non-profit organiza-
tions. Applications are due on Feb. 28. Awards 
will be announced on Monday, May 29, at 
the Foundation’s Memorial Day celebration. 
Awards may range from $500-$5,000.

 » See GRANTS page 4

 » See PRINCIPAL page 5
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Part one in a series about how Ohio 
sources its energy for electricity.

The United States as a whole gen-
erates energy from: coal (33%), 
natural gas (33%), nuclear (20%), 

hydropower (6%), other renewables 
(7%), solar (0.6%), 
wind (4.7%), and 
petroleum (1%). Ohio 
generates energy from 
four main sources: 
coal (59%), natural gas 
(23%), petroleum (1%), 
and nuclear (14%).

For this column, 
I’m going to start with 
coal mining, as the 
majority of energy in 
Ohio comes from this 
source. Coal is a non-
renewable fossil fuel, 
and it is created from 
the remains of plants 
that lived and died 
about 100 to 400 mil-
lion years ago. Coal is 
burned in order to produce heat. The 
heat converts water into high-pressure 
steam, which then turns the blades of a 
turbine that is connected to a genera-
tor. The generator spins and converts 
mechanical energy into electricity.  It 
is estimated that the United States has 
enough coal reserves to last 285 years.

Since 1800, 3.7 billion tons of coal 
have been mined in Ohio. Of this, 2.3 bil-
lion tons have come from underground 
mines and 1.4 billion tons have come 
from surface mines. Most of the mines 
are in the eastern and southern parts 
of the state.  The closest counties to 
Cuyahoga where coal is mined are Stark, 
Mahoning, Tuscarawas, Carroll and 
Columbiana. In 1918, more than 50,000 
individuals worked in Ohio’s coal indus-
try. Today, Ohio’s coal industry currently 
employs up to 3,000 individuals. This 
major decline is due to both decreased 
production as well as technological 
advances that have allowed productiv-
ity rates per miner to greatly increase.

After coal is mined, it is cleaned to 
remove dirt, rock, ash, sulfur and other 
contaminants. It is then transported, 
usually by train, to market. Energy 

companies then purchase the coal they 
need, and use it in their power plants. 
The closest coal-burning power plant 
to Westlake and Bay Village is the Avon 
Lake power plant.

Coal burning plants across the 
United States account for approximately 
33% of carbon dioxide (CO2), 40% of 
mercury, 25% of nitrogen oxide, and 
67% of sulfur dioxide pollution in the 
U.S. Carbon dioxide is a major contribu-
tor to global warming. Mercury is highly 
toxic if inhaled or ingested. Sulfur diox-
ide exposure has been linked to heart 
disease and asthma, and nitrogen oxides 
have been found to cause lung tissue 
damage. Aside from the above pollut-
ants, other hazardous byproducts also 
result from coal burning, including 

arsenic, chromium, cobalt, lead, man-
ganese, zinc, radionuclides and particu-
late matter. A 2011 report released by the 
American Lung Association stated that 
particle pollution from power plants is 
estimated to kill approximately 13,000 
people a year. 

Mercury pollution is especially 
concerning, as it has been found to 
poison fish in waters miles away from 
the source. Additionally, mercury expo-
sure can harm developing brains of 
children, causing reduced intelligence. 
Coal burning plants are the single larg-
est contributor to mercury pollution in 
the United States.

According to PSE Healthy Energy, 
a non-profit and policy think tank that 
supplies evidence-based, scientific 
information and resources, the Avon 
Lake power plant is Ohio’s dirtiest and 
deadliest. The plant has the second 
highest total emissions of sulfur dioxide 
in the country. Lorain County has one 
of the highest asthma prevalence rates 
in the state. Additionally, prior to 2016, 
the plant was not in compliance with the 
Clean Air Act requirements for at least 
three years. In September 2016, the Ohio 

EPA issued a letter finding that the Avon 
Lake plant had complied with emissions 
standards for all pollutants. 

Worldwide, it is estimated that the 
average daily consumption of coal per 
person is 6.4 pounds. In the United 
States alone, the average daily con-
sumption is 18 pounds per person. In 
2012, the world emitted a record 34.5 
billion metric tons of CO2 from fossil 
fuels. Of total carbon dioxide emissions 
by the burning of fossil fuels, 44% comes 
from burning coal. 

The coal industry is constantly 
working on trying to make coal burn-
ing less impactful to the environment 
and health to humans. There are several 
different methods available, however 
the mining and burning of coal is still 

not clean, but has 
the potential to be 
much cleaner. 

One method 
to reduce harm to 
the environment 
is for coal-burning 
power plants to 
capture carbon 
dioxide emissions, 
and pipe them 
u n d e r g r o u n d . 
Doing this could 
reduce global emis-
sions by 80% in the 
next 30 to 40 years.

H o w e v e r , 
without govern-
ment regulations 
that require CO2 

capture or directly regulate emissions, 
the technology will most likely not 
spread. Nevertheless, reducing CO2 
emissions is imperative for the health 
of the planet. 

Last year, 2016, was the hottest year 
on record. The last three years have all 
broken the records, each one hotter 
than the year before. Many experts 
believe that the increasing temperature 
will not only pose a threat to the earth, 
but to human civilization.

So what’s the good news, you 
might ask? You can play a role in 
reducing energy needs. Since so much 
of our energy here in Ohio comes from 
coal, I suggest using as little electricity 
as possible. 

You can do this by purchasing 
Energy Star appliances, replacing 
incandescent light bulbs with CFL or 
LED, unplugging electronics when not 
in use, reducing hot water usage, and 
turning off lights you are not using in 
your home. Lowering your thermostat 
by two degrees in the winter can save 
you up to 5% on your heating bill.

Next issue, I’m going to discuss nat-
ural gas as an energy source in Ohio. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 

community newspaper and website written by,  for 

and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  

providing perspectives and information about topics and 

events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 

Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 

the community through citizen participation of the 800+ 

community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 

residents are invited to participate.
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Ohio’s energy 
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Coal mining

THE GREEN REPORT

by CAROL MASEK

If it’s February, it must mean that the 
Friends of Westlake Porter Public 
Library are having their Annual 

Book Sale. Three rooms filled with thou-
sands of books, DVDs, audio books, 
music CDs, sheet music, National Geo-
graphic magazines, puzzles, and more. 
One whole room is just for fiction and 
another room is filled with children’s 
books. The large Porter Room will hold 

non-fictiion, special priced books, and 
audio-visual items. Come early for a 
good selection.

A silent auction of some very spe-
cial donations is taking place in the 
lobby of the library. Interesting sets 
of books for history buffs, art books, 
signed fiction, bundles of items about 
the Indians and the Browns, books 
about Cleveland, and much more are 
ready to take your bid. The bidding 
ends at 3:00 p.m. on Feb. 5. You can 

bid at any time the library is open. No 
phone bids.

The Preview Night for members 
of Friends is Wednesday, Feb. 1, from 
4-7 p.m. Memberships will be avail-
able at that time. Regular sale days are 
Thursday, Feb. 2, from 9:30 a.m.-8 p.m. 
and Friday, Feb. 3, from 9:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. The Half-Price sale is Saturday, 
Feb. 4, from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. The final 
event will be the popular $2 Bag Sale on 
Sunday, Feb. 5, from 1:30-4 p.m. We will 
supply a large bag that you can fill to 
the top. Join us before the Super Bowl 
and fill the bag with treasures. 

Porter Library holds annual book sale

Avon Lake power plant
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Contact Donna D’Amico at 440-937-0757 
or donnadamico@roseseniorliving.com.

33200 Health Campus Blvd., Avon, Ohio 40111
www.roseseniorliving.com

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Call to schedule your tour.
You deserve the best in retirement living.

We are open!

AVON

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16
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Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
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www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

“They Longed to See the World” by Gail Crum 
is among the works in the “Interiors” exhibition 
at BAYarts in February.

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

On Friday, Feb. 3, BAYarts will once 
again host two opening recep-
tions for two art exhibitions: 

“Interiors” (featuring work inspired by 
the Woody Allen film of the same name), 
and a student show for oil and acrylic 
paint.

Inside the BAYarts Sullivan Family 
gallery, “Interiors” will display a show of 
women artists curated by Karen Petkovic, 
artistic director of BAYarts. The artists 
participating in the show were asked to 
interpret the same theme loosely based 

on the idea that the physical environment 
we create for ourselves is representative of 
one’s own psychological interior. Petkovic 
was initially inspired by the set design in 
Allen’s 1978 film. The film is known for the 
way the apartments and homes mirror the 
emotional limitations of the characters, 
which is what Petkovic honed in on for 
the exhibition.

“Initially when I started thinking 
about the show two years ago, it was in 
a very narrow way – based on what I was 
going through and the work I was starting 
at that time. I had some life changes and 
realized that the inside of my home had 

evolved to represent those 
changes. Once I invited the 
participating artists to inter-
pret the theme I was struck 
by the diverse way they 
interpreted it. The work in 
the show will showcase the 
unique approach each artist 
took in a number of mediums 
including installation work.”

The other artists in this 
exhibition will include Dar-
relle Anne Centuori, Gail 
Crum, Liz Maugans, Raheleh 
Mohammad, Karen Petkovic, 
Jessica Ramage, Erin Stack, 
Susie Underwood, Eliza Wing 
and Shari Wilkins.

Opening on the same 
night, in the Dianne Bold-
man Education Gallery, will 
be the work of Susan Gray 
Bé’s Painting in Oil and Acryl-
ics Class.

Teacher Gray Bé, who 
also teaches at the Cleve-
land Museum of Art, is 
especially fond of the BAy-
arts studio and campus. 
“Painting light as contrast-
ing shape while adding 
structure and detail with 
tone, color, and texture 
in oil or acrylic – become 
sheer pleasure in our daylit 
BAYarts studio.”

Gray Bé also ardently 
respects and takes pride 
in the students she teach-
ers on a weekly basis. She 
explains that beyond the 
technical aspects of “find-
ing geometric shapes, 
noting the quality of edges, 
blending with wet-in-wet, and glazing,” 
that the students have “aesthetic prefer-
ences that emerge as they refine brush-
work. Their individual styles naturally 
evolve.”

For those curious how their artistic 
talents might also evolve, Susan Gray Be’s 
upcoming Acrylic and Oil Painting class 

can be registered for on Feb. 7, at bayarts.
net.

The art openings will run 7-9 p.m., 
and will be on display through March 1. 
The Sullivan Family Gallery is open Mon-
day-Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., and the 
Diane Boldman Education Gallery is open 
Monday-Saturday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.” 

by ELISE ORR

Westlake Demons Athletic 
Boosters (WDAB) invites 
the Westlake community to 

attend our annual Spaghetti Dinner. The 
event will be held in the Westlake High 
School Rotunda on Friday, Feb. 3, from 
3:45-7:30 p.m. Dinner tickets are just 
$8.00 and include pasta, sauce, salad, 
bread, soft drink and dessert. Tickets 
may be purchased at the door or online 
at westlakeathleticboosters.org.

“It will be a very busy Friday night 
for many Westlake families as it will 
be opening night of ‘Fiddler on the 
Roof’, our boys basketball team will be 
in action, WHS Alumni Hall of Fame 
Inductees will be announced, and the 
winner of the 50/50 Demon Dough 
raffle will be selected,” said Edward 
Blair, President of WDAB. “Make it a 
fun and easy night on your family and 
grab dinner right at the high school.”

Westlake families, athletes, staff, 
community, coaches and alumni are 
invited and encouraged to attend. All 
proceeds from the dinner will ben-
efit WDAB and our student athletes in 
grades 7-12.  

WDAB is a community-based 
organization established with an “All 
Athletics/One Goal” approach of sup-
porting Westlake City Schools athletic 
teams in grades 7-12. WDAB strives to 
provide equipment, uniforms, score-
boards, athletic structures, etc. – via 
the fundraising efforts of its members, 
parents, the greater Westlake commu-
nity, and local businesses.  

While WDAB is a separate entity 
from Westlake City Schools and its ath-
letic departments, it supports the activ-
ities and needs of our interscholastic 
athletes and athletic programs. WDAB 
is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit charitable 
organization and strictly run by a group 
of dedicated volunteers. 

Demons Athletic Boosters to 
host spaghetti dinner on Feb. 3

BAYarts nods to Woody Allen film

“Man Within” by Susan Gray Bé
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening 
or $50 Gift Certificate 
to Giant eagle with new 
patient exam and x-rays

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

by DAN HIRSCHFELD

The Great Atlantic and 
Pacific Tea Com-
pany. While to some 

that might sound like a new 
upscale boutique tea shop, 
others may recognize it as 
the full name of the old A&P 
supermarket chain.

Area grocery shop-
pers once had the option of 
patronizing an A&P store in 
Westlake. That A&P occupied 
a brick colonial-style build-

ing located at 27255 Detroit 
Road, on the southwest corner 
of Detroit and Dover Center 
roads. The same building is 
now home to the E&H Ace 
Hardware store. 

Being that same Ace 
Hardware store was men-
tioned in the Jan. 10 Observer 
article I penned recalling past 
and present Westlake / Bay 
Village lawn mower mainte-
nance hot spots, this is a sort 
of follow-on to that piece.

Because the first ad I 

could  f ind 
in the Plain 
Dealer archive 
l i s t i n g  a n 
A&P at 27255 
Detroit Road 
ran in the June 
18, 1964, issue, 
and a want ad 
in the May 11, 
1964, issue 
sought help 
for the “new 
Union Com-
merce Bank 
office” in a 
wing attached 
to the east side 
of the store, I 
believe A&P 
opened for 
business at 
that location 
in 1964.

The building was con-
structed as a “Centen-
nial” style A&P super-
market, introduced 
by the chain in the 
late 1950s to help cel-
ebrate the company’s 
100th year of doing 
business in 1959. 

Contrary to the 
rather bland exterior 
design of earlier A&P 
stores, that architectur-
al style is said to have 
taken strong design 
cues from 18th century 
colonial Virginia. 

Many Centennial-
style A&P stores were 
built in greater Cleve-
land, and throughout 
a number of states, 
and went on to house 
a wide variety of busi-
nesses after their 
original A&P occupant 
inevitably vacated the 
premises.

The last grocery 
ad listing an A&P at 
27255 Detroit Road I 
could find in the Plain 
Dealer archive ran in 
the June 1, 1972, issue. 
The last A&P ad of any 
sort I could find ran 
in the March 21, 1979, 
issue of the paper. This 
coincides with my 

recol lect ion 
that the A&P 
supermarket 
chain left the 
Cleveland area 
market around 
the late 1970s.

After A&P 
vacated their 
Westlake store 
several busi-
nesses later 
occupied it. 
Discount Drug 
Mart called the 
building home 
for many years 
before moving 
across Detroit 
Road in a store 
built by the 
chain. 

The first 
archived ad I came across 
listing Discount Drug Mart in 
the old A&P location ran in the 
Feb. 19, 1976, Plain Dealer. A 
Tuesday Morning store occu-
pied the building for a while 
before current occupant E&H 
Ace Hardware spruced up the 
place and moved in.

As a youngster in the ‘60s 
and early ‘70s tagging along 
on grocery shopping trips, 
for some reason I particularly 
noticed the off-white and 
gray-green linoleum tiles 
alternately applied to the A&P 
store’s floor. 

About 99 percent of the 
grocery shopping for my 
family took place at Law-
son’s (on the west side of 
Dover Center Road in a long, 
narrow building north of West 
Oviatt), Heinen’s or Kroger’s 
(which used to anchor what 
is currently the Dover Junc-
tion plaza) in Bay Village and 
the A&P in Westlake, with an 
occasional foray to the West 
Side Market filling the balance 
(and always including a man-
datory stop at Simmelink’s 
dairy products stand).

Of all the Westlake / Bay 
Village grocery stores at which 
we shopped, only Heinen’s 
still exists as a supermarket. 
At least the old colonial-style 
A&P building carries on to be 
a place to do business. 

An old name in grocery 
shopping once called 
Westlake home

GRANTS       
from front page

This box of Ann Page 
whole celery seed was 
purchased at the old 
Westlake A&P store. Ann 
Page was one of several 
private label brands the 
A&P chain was well-
known for marketing.

This is an A&P store located in Westwood, New Jersey, in a 1959 
picture. This store resembles the original appearance of the A&P 
that opened at 27255 Detroit Road in the 1960s. 

The E&H Ace Hardware store on Detroit Road started out as one 
of the A&P supermarket chain’s colonial-style “Centennial” stores 
which were constructed from the late 1950s into the ‘60s.
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The Bay Village Founda-
tion is primarily interested in 
capital projects that improve 
the quality of life in Bay Vil-
lage. Projects must be respon-
sive to community needs. 
Support for programs may 
also be considered. Report-
ing requirements from previ-
ous awards may be requested 
before the Foundation will 
consider a subsequent fund-
ing application.

Applicant organizations 
must be located in or pro-
vide services to residents of 
Bay Village to be eligible for 
a grant. Funding will only 
be awarded to tax-exempt 
organizations classified as 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit orga-
nizations by the Internal 
Revenue Service, or programs 
that have a tax-exempt fiscal 
agent.

The grant application, 
additional required docu-
mentation and filing instruc-
tions are available on The Bay 
Village Foundation website 
at thebayvillagefoundation.
org. The additional required 
documentation includes 
such items as a copy of the 
organization’s mission state-
ment, Internal Revenue 
Service tax-determination 
letter, a list of current board 
members and key personnel, 
recent financial statements 
and the annual operating 
budget.

Mail the completed 
application and attach-
ments to Steve Ruscher, The 
Bay Village Foundation, P.O. 
Box 40122, Bay Village, OH 
44140 or email to stever-
uscher884@gmail.com.

The Bay Village Founda-
tion looks forward to sup-
porting Bay Village through 
its 2017 grant recipients. 
If you have any questions, 
please contact the Founda-
tion’s president, Al Paulus, 
at 440-899-8163 or the grant 
committee chairman, Steve 
Ruscher, at 216-346-5645. 
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by BARBARA 
ARMSTRONG

The Herb Guild 
Garden Club 
will hold its first 

meeting of the year on 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, at 
Westlake Porter Public 
Library. The meeting 
portion will begin at 10 

a.m., which will be the 
club’s annual planning 
meeting. In place of the 
usual luncheon, every-
one is asked to bring a 
brown bag lunch. Des-
serts and beverages are 
provided.

After the lunch, 
there will be a hands-
on herbal workshop 

and everyone will 
get to take home an 
item from the work-
shop. There will also 
be a “melt and pour” 
herbal soap demo, if 
time permits. Non-
members are asked 
to contribute $5 for 
the workshop. This 
is a good meeting for 

anyone interested in 
joining the Herb Guild 
to come and see what 
we are all about.

The Herb Guild 
is a local organiza-
tion and meets on the 
second Wednesday of 
the month at Porter 
Library. New members 
and guests are always 
welcome. For further 
information on the 
upcoming meeting, 
call 440-582-0191 or 
visit theherbguild.org. 
You can also find us on 
Facebook under The 
Herb Guild. 

by PATRICK MEEHAN

There has been a 
flurry of activity 
around Bay Vil-

lage Community The-
ater’s first full-length 
theatrical produc-
tion “Almost, Maine.” 
Rehearsals, set build-
ing, advertising, fund-
raising are all happen-
ing concurrently.

The show will 
be directed by Chris 
Bizub, a Program Res-
ervationist at French 
Creek Theatre who 
received a bachelor’s 
degree in theatre from 
Baldwin Wallace Col-
lege in 2009, and is 
working to complete a 
master’s in arts admin-
istration from the Uni-
versity of Akron. An 

avid movie enthusiast, 
Chris owns 1,500+ 
DVDs and spends 
much of his free time 
acting and direct-
ing in the Cleveland/
Akron area. Chris is 
currently appearing in 
Arthur Miller’s “Death 
of a Salesman” under 
the direction of Fred 
Sternfeld.

“Almost, Maine” 
will feature the talents 
of Mackenzie Barry-
Trombley, Gabriel 
Chuna, Jim Hagan, 
Brett William Heiding-
er, Casey McCann, 
Natal ie  Romano, 
Margaret Sabol-Hnat, 
Brittany Shrake and 
Kaycee Zack.

The Bay Village 
Community Theater 
will stage its pro-
duction of “Almost, 
Maine” at 8 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays, 
March 3, 4, 10 and 11; 
closing with a 3 p.m. 
matinee on Sunday, 
March 12. Discounted 
tickets will be avail-
able for purchase at 
baytheater.yapsody.
com until Jan. 31.

For  infor ma -
tion about making a 
tax-deductible dona-
tion, purchasing an 
ad in our program or 
by becoming a show 
sponsor, visit our web-
site at www.baytheater.
org. 

He was the coordina-
tor of academic coaching 
services at Brooklyn High 
School, and a special educa-
tion teacher at Brookridge 
Elementary in Brooklyn. He 
began his education career 
as an associate teacher-
counselor for Positive Edu-
cation Program in Cleveland.

“We hate to lose him, 
but we understand Tim has 
been presented with an 
opportunity that uniquely 
fits his skill set. Opportuni-
ties do not always fit within 
a traditional timeline. You 
have to take them when 
they are presented. We 
wish him the best,” Super-
intendent Scott Goggin 
said. “Transitions like this 
are positive when you have 
familiar people in place. 
Paul has experience at the 
high school and will have the 
opportunity to begin crucial 
planning for next school 
year immediately.”

Freeman, who has been 
a member of the Westlake 
community for more than 15 
years, said he is “blessed” to 
have served the community 
as WHS principal for the past 
11 years.

“I was given the oppor-
tunity to lead an excellent 
faculty and staff, and spend 
each day with many truly 
wonderful and talented 
students,” Freeman said. “I 
want to thank our parent 
community for trusting me 
with their greatest resource, 
and I hope that I have made 
a difference.”

Freeman thanked his 
family for being partners in 
the lifestyle that goes with 
the role of a high school 
principal and making “West-
lake High School such a big 
part of our family’s life.”

“I have always thought 
of it as more than a job and 
had the privilege of being 
the high school principal 
for all three of my own chil-
dren – watching them grow 
and learn that community 
and family are to be valued,” 
Freeman said. “I will miss 
you very much, but will 
always remain a Westlake 
Demon at heart.”

Wilson was hired as 
WHS assistant principal in 
2006 – a role he served in 
until he was named LBMS 
principal in 2010. Under 
Wilson’s leadership, LBMS 
earned the William M. Jones/
Harvard Business School 
Club of Northeastern Ohio’s 
Excellence in School Lead-
ership and Management 
Award. He presented at the 
State of Ohio Middle School 
Conference 2012-2014. Last 
year he was the recipient of 
the Ohio PTA Outstanding 

District Educator award.
Goggin said Wilson’s 

familiarity with the district 
and, specifically the high 
school, make him an ideal fit 
for the high school position.

“Paul has the ability to 
work with others and bring 
together a building,” Goggin 
said.

Wilson has been in the 
district for 11 years. He said 
he’s enjoyed working with 
the “wonderful students 
and talented staff” at LBMS 
for seven years and looks 
forward to returning to the 
high school.

“Burneson will always 
be a special place to me. I 
am very proud of all that we 
accomplished,” Wilson said. 
“I feel privileged to have 
the opportunity to join the 
tremendous staff at West-
lake High School and work 
on behalf of our students 
to make their goals a real-
ity. Tim Freeman has been 
a colleague and friend for 
13 years, and I know how 
much ‘Demon Pride’ means 
to him. I look forward to 
continuing that rich tradi-
tion of success as we move 
forward.”

Wilson is an adjunct 
instructor at Ashland Uni-
versity and was a Northeast 
Ohio representative for the 
OASSA/OHSAA Principals 
Advisory Committee. He 
is a member of both the 
National and Ohio Associa-
tions of Secondary School 
Administrators, and the 
Martha Holden Jennings 
Foundation Grant Selection 
Committee.

Prior to joining West-
lake, Wilson was an assistant 
principal and counselor at 
Avon Lake High School, and 
taught at Claymont High 
School in Uhrichsville. He 
also was a school counselor 
at Euclid Central Middle 
School.

Wilson earned his 
undergraduate degree from 
Capital University, and 
graduate degrees in school 
counseling and educational 
administration from the 
University of Akron and Ash-
land University, respectively. 
He holds a superintendent’s 
license and is completing a 
doctorate program in edu-
cation through Youngstown 
State University.

LBMS Assistant Prin-
cipal Elizabeth Dagostino 
will fill in as interim middle 
school principal for the 
remainder of this school 
year as a search for Wilson’s 
replacement begins. The 
district also will name an 
interim assistant principal 
at the middle school for this 
school year. 

BY JEFF BING

With the Browns 
h a v i n g  re c e n t l y 
completed their 

season, the Cavs halfway 
through theirs, and the Tribe’s 
equipment truck about to 
embark on its annual pilgrim-
age to Goodyear, perhaps now 
is a good time to give the three 
franchises a good look.

The Cleveland Browns: 
Well, don’t look too hard at 
these guys; it might trigger a 
migraine. Unfortunately, the 
jury is still out on the latest 
management team, since 
their first draft has brought 
mixed reviews. And while it 
appears they have drafted 
a few guys who might actu-
ally become serviceable NFL 
players, my guess is that the 
majority of them are destined 
to be nothing more than the 
answers to trivia questions a 
few years from now. And that’s 
not good. Another lackluster 
draft this spring and Jimmy 
Haslam will have no choice 

but to call in the demolition 
boys to blow up yet another 
front office.

Some of you will recall I 
predicted this team would go 
0-16 before last season began. 
I also said that if they stood a 
chance to win a game, it most 
likely would be San Diego. 
Man, I hate it when I’m right. 
San Diego went out of their 
way to lose that game. Thanks, 
guys; we had a shot at some-
thing special.

The Cleveland Cava-
liers: As of this writing, the 
Cavs were exactly halfway 
through their 82-game exhibi-
tion schedule in preparation 
for the playoffs. They are on 
pace to win 60 games, which 
will easily give them the No. 
1 seed in the NBA’s Eastern 
Conference. I certainly hope 
Kyle Korver delivers as hoped, 
since the Cavs will need help 
in the playoffs. The bench isn’t 
nearly as strong as last year. 
The fact that the Cavs can’t win 
(much) without LeBron in the 
lineup is also unsettling, and I 

sometimes wonder if the other 
two players who comprise the 
“Big Three” (Kyrie Irving and 
Kevin Love) are worthy of that 
praise. Not even sure they 
could make it out of the East 
if LeBron went down for any 
period of time.

The Cleveland Indians: 
Seriously now, who out there 
really, really thought the Tribe 
would pony up the bucks to 
sign Edwin Encarnacion? Have 
to admit, I wasn’t one of them, 
and for all the grief I’ve given 
to the Dolans over the years 
for not investing enough in the 
team (which I still believe, by 
the way), I have to give them 
props for getting a bona fide 
slugger this past offseason. I 
ripped them pretty good for 
not resigning Mike Napoli, 
but – as much as I like Napoli – 
Encarnacion is a clear upgrade. 
That being said, I would still 
sign Napoli and trade Carlos 
Santana, since I think Santana 
had a career year in 2016 and 
will revert back to “old Carlos” 
in 2017. However, Carlos is 
younger and cheaper, and the 
Indians apparently feel they 
will get enough from San-
tana to justify keeping him. 
(Remember, though, you read 
it here first…)

Stay warm, gang. 

SPORTING VIEWS

Checking in on the 
local sports teams

PRINCIPAL from front page

Buzz building for 
‘Almost, Maine’ 
production

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY THEATER

Herb Guild meeting to 
feature herbal workshop

HERB GUILD GARDEN CLUB
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Barb suggested painting the offices.
On the first Saturday in January, 

Jack and his basketball teammates took 
it from there. They were supervised by 
Michael Murray, Ted Bradfield and Ryan 
Ault from Lakewood’s Textbook Paint-

ing. Sherwin-Williams donated the 
paint.

The team’s commitment and effort 
very much impressed Textbook Paint-
ing’s owner, Michael Murray. “Jack Jelen 
is a senior on the team, and he is the one 
who I worked with to organize every-
thing. He deserves the most credit for 
this. Their head coach, Jared Shetzer, 

and pretty much the entire team was 
also there.”

The Village Project  is very pleased 
with the gleaming new walls at their 
headquarters. “The painting looks 
phenomenal! We are so grateful to all 
involved,” Barb said. “This a great exam-
ple of community coming together to 
accomplish an awesome result.” 

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Purification, 
6:30 p.m. Mass, 
Thurs. Feb. 2, 2017

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Hair Color & Gloss
$29.95*

Single Process Retouch & Gloss

Hair Color
$39.95*

Single Process Full Hair Color

Mini Highlight
$39.95

10-12 Foil Highlights

* Hair Color only. Extra long or thick hair may 
be an additional charge. Consult stylist.

By Appointment 
with Anita

216-502-8292

Carol Lynn’s Salon Plus
15516 Madison Ave., Lakewood

Items included canned goods, 
peanut butter, jelly, cereal, oatmeal and 
toiletry items. The collection netted 
nearly 3,800 items.

The successful assembly and deliv-
ery of donations was coordinated by 
Erin Baesel, community service chair-
person for Westlake Council, and Rick 
Kemm, executive director of the May 
Dugan Center. 

On Oct. 22, the process of unload-
ing a school bus full of goods took more 
than 20 volunteers, both adults and 
children, almost two hours. The food 
and toiletry items will be distributed 
to over 330 families on the west side of 
Cleveland who qualify for assistance. 
The donations are projected to last 
roughly one year.

The generosity of Westlake fami-
lies and staff increases each year as the 
Food and Toiletry Drive continues to 
grow. It is estimated the donation sum 
was close to $13,000 in items this year 
alone. 

The May Dugan Center and West-
lake Assistance are extremely grate-
ful for the contributions the Westlake 
Council of PTAs, its member PTA units, 
and the Westlake City School District 
continue to make to local families in 
need.

Westlake Council of PTAs consists 
of eight local PTAs organized under the 
authority of Ohio PTA for the purpose 
of promoting conference, communi-
cations, leadership development, and 
the coordination of the efforts of its 
member PTAs. 

ROCKETS from front page PTAs from front page

The Bay Rockets boys varsity basketball team with their coach, Jared Shetzer (second from left) and Village 
Project Executive Director Barb Harrell (second from right).

Are you missing 
a parakeet?

 If so, contact 
440-899-0006 
and identify.

by DILLON FORSYTHE

In 2014, I rescued a little black poodle 
hiding in a hole in the creek wall 
within the Huntington Metroparks 

just before a large storm flooded the 
area. I successfully raised funds to pay 
for emergency dental surgery. I named 
her Peanut and made her a member of 
my family. She is doing excellent now!

In 2015, my mother informed me that 
a little white dog was running loose near a 
cliff by a creek behind the Bay Village pool. 
I was able to save her, but my bike (passed 
down from my grandfather) was stolen. 

The community came together and 
helped buy me a new bike that my grand-
father presented to me during a surprise 
party. I was so surprised and grateful. We 
also kept this little dog and named her 
Flurry!

I am reaching out to the community 

one more time. I have rescued six kit-
tens from the Metroparks that my family 
and I are currently caring for, and plan to 
socialize these kitties and put them up 
for adoption. 

We have three dogs and a cat of our 
own, so we need your help in order to 
provide the care these kittens need to 
become healthy and live a very warm and 
happy life with a loving family. 

One kitten is injured on her front 
paw and may need surgery or an ampu-
tation. Funds are needed for the care of 
all the kittens! 

I hope that anyone who can will 
please donate to the Animal Clinic 
Northfield at 440-327-8282 under my 
mother’s name, Mary Slaman, or to our 
home at 411 Longbeach Parkway, Bay 
Village, Ohio 44140. We are covering all 
the expenses ourselves, but will need 
your help to continue on the path to 

rehabilitating, and eventually finding a 
forever home for these wonderful little 
kitties! 

Help save the Bay Village 6

“Tiger” and “Peanut” are two of the 
six cats rescued in Bay Village.
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by KAREN HOWELL

Saint Bernadette School in West-
lake will be hosting their annual 
Open House for new families 

interested in enrollment (preschool 
through grade eight) for the 2017-2018 
school year on Sunday, Jan. 29, from 
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Families will have 
an opportunity to meet the principal, 
Mrs. Monica Dietz, and faculty and 
staff who are the foundation of Saint 
Bernadette School’s academic success. 
Parents and Student Council members 
will also be on hand to give personal 
tours of our beautiful 25-acre campus 
and share the good news of our faith-
filled community. There will be an art 

show, science fair, technology presenta-
tions, choir and band performances, 
visits to the classrooms, plus fun family 
activities along with refreshments.

Jan. 29 also marks the kick-off of 
Catholic Schools Week. Each year, Saint 
Bernadette School joins over 6,550 
Catholic schools around the country 
to celebrate Catholic education. The 
theme for this year’s Catholic Schools 
Week is “Catholic Schools: Communi-
ties of Faith, Knowledge and Service.”  

These are the top areas Saint Berna-
dette School focuses on everyday 
throughout the school year. Through-
out the week of Jan. 29 through Feb. 4, 
our students, parents, faculty and staff 
will participate in activities that focus 
on this year’s theme. Many exciting 
events are planned.

Saint Bernadette School is located at 
2300 Clague Road. For more information, 
please call the school office at 440-734-
7717 or email khowell@stbern.net. 

St. Bernadette to 
host open house
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The Rusty Patched Bumblebee was 
recently added to the endangered 
species list.

by MORGAN PASKERT

It may be difficult to look at a black 
and yellow insect with a stinger and 
not think, “Yikes! Get that stinging 

thing away from me!” However, the fuzzy 
variety of yellow and black insects, the 
honeybee and bumblebee, are not likely 
to cause you any harm.

The United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service recently designated the Rusty 
Patched Bumblebee an endangered spe-
cies, a first for bee species in the United 

States. Their status will go into effect on 
Feb. 10, as will their new federal protec-
tions and recovery plan.  

The bumblebee population has 
struggled in recent years, mainly due to 
habitat loss caused by the mowing and 
development of grasslands and prairies. 
In order to prevent the increase of bee and 
other pollinator species on the endan-
gered species list, we must be proactive.  

Luckily, there are five ways you can 
help, which include:
• Seeding a patch of land with wild-

flower seeds and leaving it un-mowed
• Planting native flowering plants, 

bushes and trees in your yard
• Leaving active bee nesting sites alone
• Reducing use of pesticides in your gar-

dening and landscaping
• Becoming a beekeeper 

Pollinators such as bumble bees and 
honey bees are necessary to pollinate 
most of the crops that we use for food. 
Without them, the types and amounts of 
food available would be greatly reduced. 
By following some of the five suggestions 
listed above, you can do your part in pre-
venting the increase of endangered pol-
linator populations.

For more information about pol-
linators and beekeeping, contact Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center at 440-871-
2900, ext. 204, to speak with our expert 
wildlife staff. 

5 ways you can help endangered 
pollinator populations

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Requires client approval ©2017 WBVO

Private Piano Instruction
Joseph Anthony
Masters Degree in Piano Performance
Hartt College of Music, University of Hartford

Providing the finest training 
leading to mastery of the instrument

20+ years in teaching and 
performance

Now accepting additional students
Beginners • Intermediate • Advanced
Children • Teens • Adults

(440) 915-3251

PLEASE PROOFREAD. For client approval ©2017 WBVO

For complete schedule, 
visit or call: 

www.HarmonicJourneys.net
216-221-8076

 Presented by:
Present this coupon for 

FREE 
ADMISSION

(Valid for Jan. 28, 2017 
holistic fair only)

HOLISTIC FAIR
New Beginnings

Saturday, January 28, 10am - 6pm
Informative Speakers • Healing Sessions • Energy Balancing 

Readings • Gift Items • Crystals • Oils • Natural Products  • Prizes

West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church
20401 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

$5 admission includes 
all speakers and activities.
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by LYSA STANTON

The first mailed valentine in the 
United States was sent in 1806. 
However, this most personal com-

munication actually dates back much 
farther to ancient Roman times. 

In keeping with the Valentine tradi-
tion, please join us on Sunday, Feb. 12, 
starting at noon, for an old-fashioned 
Valentine’s Day party with the Westlake 
Historical Society. Shake off the winter 
chills and come inside the Clague family 
home located at 1371A Clague Road in 
Westlake. This annual party for the com-
munity began several years ago as a way 
to forget Old Man Winter, and enjoy an 

afternoon of 
crafts, sweet 
t re a t s  a n d 
museum tours.

Who can 
forget those 
wonderful val-
entine boxes 
we made as 
children for our 
card exchanges 
at school? Please join us as we will be 
making them during our party.

There is no charge for the event, but 
your donations are greatly appreciated.

Tours of the elegant Clague House 
Museum will be available. Also, the soci-

ety will also honor past presidents of 
the United States born in February with 
birthday cupcakes.

Reservations are requested, but are 
not required. Call the historical society at 
216-848-0680, and let us know how many 

you are bringing.
Candy Bouquets: The historical 

society once again has Valentine’s Day-
themed candy bouquets with gift card 
available. The bouquets can be ordered 
by calling 216-848-0680. Proceeds ben-
efit the American Flag Fund, as well as 
our community outreach activities.

February Meeting: Don’t forget the 
society’s February meeting on Thursday, 
Feb. 23, from 7-8:45 p.m., at the Westlake 
Recreation Center. We will welcome our 
guest speaker Brian Thompson, Westlake 
attorney and historical society member. 
He will share his experiences growing 
up in wartorn Europe and coming alone 
to America when he was 16 years old. 

Clague Museum celebrates Valentine’s Day with party, candy bouquets

by DONNA D’AMICO

The Rotary Club of West-
lake/Bay Village is start-
ing off 2017 with four 

new members: Carrie Hoover, 
Jeff Appel, Garry Kishbaugh and 
Scott Goggin. 

“We are thrilled to have 
these great community leaders 
join our Rotary Club”, said Marie 
Marrali, chairperson of the Club’s 
membership committee. 

The Rotary is an Interna-
tional service organization, 
made up of a global network of 
1.2 million neighbors, friends, 
leaders and problem-solvers 
who come together to make 
positive, lasting change in com-
munities at home and abroad. 
If you would like to learn more 
about this fulfilling organi-
zation, or attend a meeting, 
please contact Marie at 216-
529-5636. 

Rotary welcomes new members

Kathy Berkshire, the Assistant District Governor of the Rotary District 6630, swears in new 
members Carrie Hoover, Jeff Appel, Garry Kishbaugh and Scott Goggin.
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ROTARY CLUB OF WESTLAKE/BAY VILLAGE

Vintage valentines from the Clague Museum collection.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 L

YS
A

 S
TA

N
TO

N



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

8   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 24 JANUARY 2017                                                                       

by TAMMY BERTRAND

After a multi-million dollar 
renovation the “reimag-
ined” Sonesta ES Suites 

is now open for business in 
Westlake. Mayor Dennis Clough 
and the West Shore Chamber of 
Commerce participated in their 
grand opening and ribbon cut-
ting event held on Jan. 12. The 
104-suite extended stay hotel 
offers all the comforts of home 
for an affordable price. With 
studio and two-bedroom loft 
suites to choose from with full 
kitchens, wifi and free parking, 

these rooms are perfect for long-
term visitors. A complimentary 
daily breakfast, evening social 
hours three nights a week and 
barbeque grills are just some of 
the added bonuses available to 
the guests.

Companies bringing in 
people for training, families 
building a home or anyone look-
ing for a weekend away will find 
this complex inviting. Catrenta 
Davis, director of sales, said, “Our 
team is so excited to show off 
our beautiful new suites!” After 
the ribbon-cutting, tours of the 
property were given and lunch 
was available to all the guests. 
Staff from the Sonesta ES Suite 
Cleveland Airport, also newly 
renovated, helped welcome 
visitors to the open house. The 
Westlake property can be found 
at 30100 Clemens Road. 

by ELAINE WILLIS

Tuesday, Jan. 24 (10 a.m.-noon) 
LINKEDIN FOR JOB SEARCH – People 
in almost all fields need to have a Linke-
dIn profile to be considered for an inter-
view. Learn techniques to better utilize 
this growing social media tool to help 
you meet people who can assist with 
your search and find companies that 
are hiring.

Tuesday, Jan. 24 (7-7:30 p.m.) BED-
TIME STORIES: LLAMA AND MAMA 
– Put on your pajamas and join Mrs. 
K as we unwind at the end of the day. 
We’ll get to know Llama and Mama as 
we unwind with quiet stories, songs, 
fingerplays, and other activities to help 
us get ready for bedtime. Ages 4-6. Sib-
lings welcome.

Wednesday, Jan. 25 (10:15 & 11 a.m.) 
LET’S SING AND DANCE! – Sing and 
move to the music with Miss Nancy! For 
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Please 
arrive early to receive a ticket.

Wednesday, Jan. 25 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK 
DISCUSSION – The January selection is 
“Fool Me Once” by Harlan Coben.

Wednesday, Jan. 25 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
and Thursday, Jan. 26 (6:30-8 p.m.) 
BOW WOW BOOKS – Stop by the Youth 
Services Department and sign your child 
up for a 10-minute reading time with 
a reading therapy dog! Bring your own 
book or choose one of ours. Registration 
begins each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and 
each Thursday at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 26 (2-3 p.m.) TRAVEL 
CLUB – It’s your turn to share your favor-
ite destinations, tips and must-sees with 
the group! Let’s share our best travel 
experiences with others.

Friday, Jan. 27 (10-10:45 a.m.) COME 
PLAY WITH ME! – Open playtime with 
age-appropriate toys. For children ages 
2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings welcome.

Friday, Jan. 27 (10 a.m.-noon) FIBER 
FANATICS – A time for needlecrafters 
to share, solve problems, and show off.

Friday, Jan. 27 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) 
SENSORY STORYTIME – Features an 
adapted storytime for children with 
special needs and their caregivers. Sib-
lings welcome. Includes time for social 
play. Content is geared to ages 3-7. Reg-
istration begins one week before each 
session.

Saturday, Jan. 28 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
MOTHER GOOSE ON THE LOOSE! – 
An interactive storytime featuring simple 
books, rhymes, songs and movement. 
For ages birth-3 with an adult caregiver.

Saturday, Jan. 28 (4-5 p.m.) FULL 
STEAM AHEAD – STEAM = Science & 
Technology interpreted through Engi-
neering & the Arts, all based in Math-
ematical elements. This month: “Birds, 
Birds, Birds.” Grades 3-4. Please register.

Sunday, Jan. 29 (2-3 p.m.) AMERICAN 
GIRL DOLL CLUB – Ivy Ling is a Chi-
nese American who wants to make her 
family proud. Celebrate the Chinese New 
Year with a craft and traditional Chinese 
games. Ages 6-11. Please register.

Monday, Jan. 30 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We have 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! For grades 7-12 only.

Tuesday, Jan. 31 (10 a.m.-noon) 
IMPROVING INTERVIEWING SKILLS 
– Preparation is the essential ingredient 
for a successful job interview. It starts 
with research to ensure the job is right 
for you and that you are well qualified, 
and includes learning about the job and 
the company and preparing to answer 
difficult questions.

Tuesday, Jan. 31 (4-4:45 p.m.) CRAFT 
& SIGN: THE VERY HUNGRY CATER-
PILLAR – Create a booklet of “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle and 
learn the signs to tell the story with your 
hands! For hearing children in grades 
K-2. Please register.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit west-
lakelibrary.evanced.info. 

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library

Hadsell and Rutherford go 
on to say that both Lake Road 
and Center Ridge were used as 
Native American trails (other 
sources say Detroit Road was 
an Indian trail as well) and 
that the early Euro-American 
pioneers used the ridges as the 
earliest roads. Stumps were left 
in place and the authors go on 
to say that there were people 
alive in 1930 who remembered 
when the main “highways” 
were rows of stumps. They also 
say that as the number of pio-
neers increased the number 
of stumps decreased to create 
more desirable dirt roads. 
Unfortunately due to our cli-
mate the dirt roads were often 
mud roads.

With the abundance of 
timber in the area the earli-
est solution to the problem 
of mud were so called “cordu-
roy” roads, they were “paved” 
by cutting trees into logs and 
laying the logs perpendicu-
larly across the dirt road. The 
problem was that the level 
of comfort in travel was not 
much improved over the bone-
jarring travel across stumps! 
The best source of informa-
tion for early Detroit Road is 
“The Lakewood Story” written 
in 1949 by Margaret Manor 
Butler. She states that parts 
of Detroit Road were once a 
corduroy road. She also states 
that as early as 1809 the state 
government had voted funds 
for a highway from Cleveland 
to Huron, known for a long 
time as the Huron Post Road. 
She states that trees were felled 
along the Detroit Indian path 
so that it was possible for a 
wagon to pass and that the 
stage coach from Cleveland 
began around 1820.

Mrs. Butler was a very 
active historian and preser-
vationist in early 20th century 
Lakewood. She was instru-
mental in preserving what is 
known today as “The Oldest 
Stone House” which was 
moved to Lakewood Park. It 
was once located on Detroit 
Avenue in Lakewood (note that 
Detroit is known as “Avenue” 
in Lakewood and “Road” in 
Rocky River and Westlake).

John Honan constructed 
“The Oldest Stone House” 
in 1838. He had a daughter, 
Belle, who married Orville 
Hotchkiss; they lived together 
in the house. It was Mr. Hotch-
kiss who had the contract for 
building the next innovation 
in “paving” for Detroit Road – 
planks!

Mr. Hotchkiss had a saw-
mill at Detroit and Belle in 
Lakewood (Belle Avenue is 
named for his wife). He super-
vised the cutting of huge oaks 
near today’s Lakewood Park 
to construct the road. Accord-
ing to Butler the Plank Road 
extended from West 25th Street 
to five miles beyond Rocky 
River. This places the end 
point at approximately the 
intersection of Dover Center 
and Detroit roads in Westlake.

The Rockport Plank Road 
Company was incorporated in 
1848 and construction on the 
road began in 1849. In 1850 
the Ohio Legislature passed a 
bill authorizing the commis-
sioners of Cuyahoga County 
to loan money to enable the 
Rockport Plank Road Com-
pany to build a bridge over 
the Rocky River. The loan 
amounted to $6,000. This 
bridge was built to replace an 
earlier bridge that had been 

constructed in 1820 primarily 
by Captain Rufus Wright, the 
owner of a tavern on the west 
bank of the Rocky River Valley 
where the bridge crossed.

A clipping from the 
Cleveland Herald newspa-
per at the time reads: “Every 
person who has risked life and 
limb by crossing the rickety 
old bridge at the mouth of the 
Rocky River, will be pleased 
to learn that the Rockport 
Plank Road Company is about 
to erect a substantial bridge 
near the site of the old one on 
the plan of the railroad bridge 
over the Cuyahoga, grade the 
heavy hills, and extend their 
beautiful plank road another 
five miles this season. This 
will take it across the Rocky 
River, over the almost impass-
able mud road along the bank 
between the ridges, and some 
three miles beyond. It is the 
common remark of people 
that they feel as though 
they had reached the city 
the moment they strike the 
planks!”

Tolls for the new bridge 
crossing amounted to 7 cents 
for a one-horse outfit, 10 cents 
for a team, and 15 cents for a 
double team.

Farmers in Dover and 
Rockport townships grew 
weary of the tolls and after 
a number of years of paying 
them The Sentinel newspa-
per printed an article which 
ended: “With a call for citi-
zens of Rockport and Dover 
to turn out en masse to right 
their wrongs. The course to 
be pursued was to be such 
as should seem best when so 
gathered together, but it was 
pretty generally talked about 
that the course to be pursued 
would be to proceed by force 
and remove the gates from 
the road.” 

DETROIT ROAD from front page
WEST SHORE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day with luncheon
by TAMMY BERTRAND

Tuesday, Feb., 14 is the date 
of the next West Shore/
North Coast Chamber 

luncheon and will be hosted by 
Burntwood Tavern at Crocker 
Park. In honor of the date 
chosen for this lunch, an expert 
on relationship building and 
romance will be featured. Jen-
nifer Downey, owner of the very 
successful Ambiance stores, will 

be presenting to the group.
Area chamber members 

have donated special door 
prizes for this event as well, 
including an overnight stay at 
the Hyatt Place in Crocker Park. 
Lunch will start at 11:30 a.m. 
and close at 1 p.m. The cost is 
$20. Reservations for this lunch 
are required as space is limited. 
Email your request to contact@
powerofmorechambers.org or 
call 440-777-3368. 

Extended-stay 
hotel opens in 
Westlake

Promote your business and give a voice 
to over 40 civic groups who work in 

partnership with the Observer to get the 
word out about good things happening in 

our community. Call 440-409-0114.

ADVERTISE                     
IN THE 

OBSERVER
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Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) offers an affordable 
choice for higher education. In fact, you can save thousands 
by earning an associate degree at Tri-C before transferring 
to a four-year university to complete your bachelor’s.

tri-c.edu/westshore
216-987-3885

Classes begin Jan. 30 and March 20 

17-0068

Tri-C®

is in
Westlake!

Westshore Campus - 31001 Clemens Road Westlake, OH 44145 
Tri-C Westshore at Corporate College West - 25425 Center Ridge Road Westlake, OH 44145 

HUGE SELECTION! • Over 300 Lamps In Stock! • www.whitmerslighting.com

Expires  Feb. 1, 2017.  Limit 1 Item per Person.
All Previous Sales Excluded. Valid only with coupon.

30655 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145

HOURS: 

Mon-Wed-Fri-Sat 
  10am-6pm
Tue & Thur  
10am-9pm

Sun
 

- Closed

Starting At

15% Discount on Lamp Shades
when you bring your 
lamp base for proper fitting.

Lamp Repair

Lamps • Shades
Home Furnishings

Accessories
Light Bulbs

(Discount not available without base)

440-641-0407

$34.95

by KAY LAUGHLIN

In 1973, my sister, Gay Menning, and 
I decided Bay Village needed a written 
history and began work on “Bay Village: 
A Way of Life.” To write a story about the 
early settlers that everyone would enjoy, 
we needed to find lots of little tidbits of 
everyday life along with the begets and 
begats.

George Drake, our neighbor, lived 
on the corner of Bradley and Lake roads. 
We lived at 31011 Lake Road and stood 
at his corner, Stop #35, every school day 
to catch the school bus. George’s great-
grandparents were Aaron and Elizabeth 
Winsor Aldrich.

We knocked on George’s door and 
asked for help. George’s family kept every 
piece of paper that ever came into the 
house between 1830 and 1920 in a Rhode 
Island desk in a back room, and we told 
him we would sort his contents if we could 
look at them. What follows are some of 
the stories we gathered from the pieces of 
paper in George’s desk.

By 1826 the township of Dover had 
five school districts and 70 house-
holds. Nathan Bassett distributed 

the school bill in 1832 among Amos 
Cahoon, Elizabeth Johnson, William 
Saddler, Aaron Aldrich, Ranson Foote, 
Benjamin Stephens, Mr. Snider (the only 
one we don’t know), Joseph Cahoon, and 
himself.

Among the farmers who settled 
during this period in North Dover were 
Thomas Powell (on Bradley) and Caleb 
Eddy (on the east side of Bassett), Josiah 
Hurst (Harriett Bassett married Josiah 
Hurst and they purchased the land next 
to Bassett Road from Nathan Bassett’s 
heirs), Charles Hassler on the old Asahel 
Porter property (Lot #94, along the lake). 
Nelson Oviatt built a home and farmed 
in the valley while operating his mills 
between Cahoon and Dover Center 
roads. C. Camp, Loyal Humphrey, James 
Moor, and Calvin Giddings were farming 
the shoreline east of Dover Center, while 
Joseph and Mary Winsor Brown had the 
last lakeshore farmstead in the eastern 
township. Our first farmers were engaged 
in agriculture and fishing; Cahoons, 
Osborns and Saddlers among them.

Beginning in 1830, Aaron 
Aldrich, Sheldon and Reuben 
Osborn, and Ranson Foote were 
elected county constables, while 
Aaron Aldrich was Justice of the 
Peace. History tells us the north 
shoreline settlers paid their bills 
more readily than the southern 
township settlers, although we 
see a judgment against Amos Cahoon in 
1836 for $4.70. It seems the settlers gave 
IOU’s to their neighbors, and then were 
not able to pay them. Aaron Aldrich as 
Justice of the Peace had to send the con-
stables with judgment papers to collect. 

There are so many papers in our posses-
sion, one wonders when these men had 
time to farm.

In 1833, Aaron collected $69.31 
in judgment notes against well-
known settlers. In April 1834, Wil-
liam Burlingame of Avon brought 
judgment against the owners of a 
sloop named Laura Judson for back 
wages. William Sadler put up the bail 
money of $50 which he later had to 
pay because the judgment was not 
collected. David Ranney went to jail 
because he could not pay $5.50, but 
Ranson Foote bailed him out at $5.00.

Ranson Foote collected taxes for 
the county treasurer from our early 
farmers. In 1827, the heirs of Asahel 
Porter paid $2.53 for state, county, 
road and school taxes on 72-½ acres 
of Lot #94. Reuben Osborn paid $3.75 
on the above taxes including person-
al property on 101 acres of Lot #97 
valued at $591 plus personal property 

tax of $1.84, while Aaron Aldrich paid 
$5.06 on 140 acres valued at $408 in 1830.

In 1830, Walker Road was not open 
yet, much of the travel was done along 
Lake Road to Bradley Road or Clague 
Road, then south to North Ridge (Detroit) 

or Center Ridge. By 1852, our 
farmers were prospering and 
major roads were carrying 
the names of Bradley, Bassett, 
Cahoon, Hall (Columbia), and 
Clague. At the time, Dover 
Center did not run north of 
North Ridge (Detroit) and 
everyone traveled up Cahoon 
Road to the lake.

In 1838, Chris Sadler was 
selling land in Michigan while 
Betsy Aldrich was buying salt, 
iron goods, loaves of sugar, 
brandy, cod fish, crackers, tea, 
calico and eggs for $3.23. Glass 
for windows and iron for the 

wagon came from Moore & Company 
on Superior Street and Union Lane in 
Cleveland.

A meeting was held in 
1844 for the purpose of build-
ing a regional Baptist Church 
of Christ at Justice Stocking’s 
corner, the southeast corner of 
North Ridge and Dover. The fol-
lowing men gave work time or 
money: Hurst gave sheep; Jesse 
Lilly, stone; Austin Lilly, shingles; 
C. Saddler, work with a team; 
Nelson Oviatt, lumber; Thomas 
Powell, 2,000 feet of sawing; 
E Smith, nails; L Porter and H 
Cozzens, stone; and Walter 
Petre and Mr. Bates, painting. 
Nelson Oviatt was paid $90 to 

build it. The building committee read 
as Aldrich, Clemmons, Cahoon, Atwell, 
Crocker, Walker, Foote, and Farr. (There 
were many Baptists in Dover Township.) 
An agreement was written between John 
Lindemeir and H Henke, trustees of the 
Lutheran Church, and Henry Aldrich and 
Carlos Atwell to lease the Baptist Church 
to the Lutherans if they put three good 
coats of paint on it by July 1859.

Aaron Aldrich, Selden Osborn and 
Joel Cahoon were appointed a commit-
tee in 1854 to build the new Oviatt Road 
bridge across Cahoon Creek to replace 
the old wooden bridge.

It is fun to go back and see what our 
early settlers were doing in their day-to-
day lives. They not only worked hard in 
their fields and worshiped on Sunday, 
but readily accepted civic positions and 
performed their duties. Look at how many 
families we named streets after. Thank 
you, George, for keeping our Dover history. 
This is just a little of what is contained in 
our book which can be found at the Bay 
Village Library or Rose Hill Museum. 

A look at life in Dover 
Township, 1820s to 1850s

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

The 1854 Oviatt bridge across Cahoon Creek. 
Notice the Oviatt outbuildings in the background.

Aaron and Betsy Aldrich were early Dover 
settlers. Their preserved documents shed 
light on daily life in the township.
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by NANCY TRAINER

What a change between generations, resulting 
in the oversupply of antiques and the lack of 
demand. The Great Depression prompted 

our elders to save everything. Now they are dying off 
or moving into senior housing and passing on their 
possessions.

The baby boomers learned early to “collect” – figu-
rines, coins, china, furniture, anything “antique” and so 
on.  They often started out with hand-me-downs, 
saved possessions to pass on to their children, 
and purchased items to remind them of their 
childhood. Now the boomers are downsizing and 
moving into condos or more modern styled homes, 
not conducive to decorating with antiques. They 
are dispersing possessions among their kids and 
dumping what remains at auctions, on the internet, 
or to antiques dealers.

Then, along came the “trailing” generations. 
They are minimalists who want few possessions 
to hinder their mobility and place more empha-
sis on social interaction than memories. And they 
know they can buy anything at anytime through 
the internet or our abundantly supplied stores.

So what sells and what doesn’t in this changing 
antiques market?

Many antiques professionals track the trends, 
which vary somewhat by locality and from year to 
year. But common consensus of what currently 
sells are:

• Furniture that is painted and distressed; brown fur-
niture is out

• Streamlined furniture, such as from the 1950s-60s
• Items or furniture “repurposed” into something else – 

old door handles used as coat hooks, painted picture 
frames holding mirrors, plant stands made out of 
chairs, garden whimsies from Depression-era glass, 
and so on.

• Vintage jewelry - but 1930s-40s plastic Bakelite jew-
elry was selling, then the market became saturated

• Military items, especially from the Great War; others 
say post-WWII

• Record players, turn tables and vinyl records from 
the 1960s-80s

• Toys of certain periods, but 1970s-80s Hot Wheels 
dropped after a glut

• Unique items of low production and “funky” items, 
especially 1960s-80s

• Certain vintage apparel and hats, scarves, handbags
Items that are not selling in today’s market include 
fine china, figurines, textiles, linens, and many 
items originally sold as “collectibles.”

Learn more about the trends and terminology 
(upcycle, chalking, etc.) at the upcoming program 
“What Do We Do With Our Antiques Now?” by 
veteran antiques dealer Karen Vagarosoto of the 
Blue Barn in North Ridgeville. The program will 
be held Thursday, Feb. 9, at noon at the Bay Vil-
lage Branch Library. Hosted by The Bay Village 
Women’s Club, it is free and open to the public and 
includes a light lunch.

Also, plan this year to visit local antiques 
shows where you can “recycle” by purchasing 
quality items at reasonable prices and gather 
information from dealers:
• Feb. 25-26, Bay High School; hosted by the Bay 
Village Women’s Club Foundation
• June 17, Cahoon Park; hosted by the Bay Village 
Historical Society
• July 16, Clague House Museum; hosted by the 
Westlake Historical Society. 

Antiques today: Where is the market?
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The market is changing for vintage furniture, with painted 
and distressed pieces becoming more popular.

by JIM DISPIRITO

The Westlake Recreation 
Department is proud to 
announce that kids don’t 

get to have all the fun. Adults 
can play too, regardless of age 
and or ability. We offer many 
different types of sports and 
or activities for all ages. These 
sports are held both inside as 

well as outside. Are you looking 
to do something once a week or 
are you feeling adventuresome 
and willing to play two or more 
times a week? Don’t worry, we 
have you covered.

We have team sports as well 
as individual activities. You can 
try everything from basketball to 
bocce to pickle ball. Here is only 
a sampling of what you can do:

Adult Softball: Leagues are 
now forming for the following 
divisions: Sunday Men DH, 
Sunday Night Coed, Monday 
Men DH, Tuesday Night Coed, 
Wednesday 40 & Over, Thurs-
day Men DH. We also offer a 55 
and Over Gray Eagles League on 

Friday nights. 
Adult Spring Basketball: 

Leagues are now forming for the 
Spring Adult Basketball League. 
Games are played on Sunday 
nights beginning in April and 
run till early August. 

Adult Coed Bocce: Leagues 
are now forming for our Tues-
day night Coed Bocce League. 
League games begin at 5:30 
p.m. in late May and will run 
through the summer. 

Adult Pickle Ball: Open 
gym at the Recreation Center 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 1-3 p.m. Drop in for $3 a 
day to try this unique sport. If 
you don’t have a paddle, we will 

provide one.
Senior Golf Lessons: Need 

to keep up your backswing? 
Meadowood Golf Course is 
offering indoor golf lessons for 
a two-week period starting in 
late February. Tuesdays and 
Thursday mornings.

Silver Sneaker classes are 
also offered during the week to 
help you stay in shape.

This is only the tip of the 
iceberg. Once the winter weath-
er gives way to springtime, 
Meadowood Golf Course is your 
place to be. We offer many spe-
cials with our 27 holes of golf. 
Two executive courses as well 
as our regulation yellow course 

give golfers of all abilities the 
chance to swing away. 

Coming this spring we will 
be offering lessons for all levels. 
Ladies, do you work during the 
day but still want to learn how 
to play golf? Don’t worry, we will 
be offering classes both after 
work and on the weekends. We 
will also have our spring and fall 
ladies-only outings.

Adults, don’t let the kids have 
all the fun, check out the West-
lake Recreation Department’s 
website at www.cityofwestlake.
org/287/Recreation, for all the 
information on the upcoming 
sports and activities. It’s time to 
get out and just play! 

Adults can 
play too!

WESTLAKE RECREATION

This group from Bay Village was among the estimated 15,000 people that marched 
through the streets of Cleveland on Jan. 21 in support of women’s rights and other 
social justice issues. Pictured, from left: Amber Dent, Abbie Dent, Alison Hartzell, 
Kristen Dodd, Caitlyn Hartzell, Jennifer Hartzell and Kelly Kuns.

Women’s March                
on Cleveland
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READER’S OPINION

by TARA MCGUINNESS

Colson Whitehead’s National Book 
Award winner, “The Underground 
Railroad,” Pulitzer Prize winner “The 
Sympathizer” by Viet Thanh Nguyen, 
and “Hillbilly Elegy” by J.D. Vance were 
some of the great reads of 2016. On 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m., Bill Kelly 
– CCPL Adult Services Manager and a 
jurist on the Andrew Carnegie Medal 
Committee – will discuss his picks for 
the best books of 2016. Join us to find 
out about titles you may have missed 
and should add to your reading list.

Other upcoming programs at the 
library include:

CHILDREN

Caregivers and their children are 
invited to enjoy rhymes, songs, fin-
gerplays, books and stories together. 
No registration is required.

• Mondays (10 a.m.) TODDLER 
STORYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER 
STORYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY 
STORYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY 
AND ME STORYTIME – ages birth-
18 months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRE-
SCHOOL STORYTIME – ages 3-5 
(not yet in kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STO-
RYTIME - for all ages

Wednesday, Feb. 1 (3:15 p.m.) 
STUFFED ANIMAL SLEEPOVER 

– Ages 2-5 with caregiver: Drop off 
your stuffed animal at the Bay Village 
Library on Jan. 31 any time between 
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Join us the next 
day for a stuffed animal sleepover 
party with stories, crafts and activi-
ties when you pick up your favorite 
stuffed friend. One stuffed animal 
per child.

TEEN

Wednesdays, Jan. 25, Feb. 1 and 
8 (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Grades 5 
& up: Chill with something fun to do 
after school – gaming, art, movies, 
experiments and more! Registration 
required.

Thursday, Feb. 2 (3 p.m.) WRITE 
ON – Grades 5-8: Join us for fun, 
quirky and challenging writing exer-
cises and activities to get your cre-
ativity flowing.

ADULTS

Wednesday, Feb. 8 (7 p.m.) BEST 
BOOKS OF 2016 - See description 
above.

Friday, Feb. 10 (10 a.m.) BAY-
ARTS BOOKS DISCUSSION - Join 
friends, neighbors and library staff 
for a monthly book discussion on 
the BAYarts campus in the Sullivan 
Gallery. Copies of this month’s book, 
“Homegoing” by Yaa Gyasi, will be 
available at the library and BAYarts 
one month prior to the discussion.

Please register to attend the pro-
grams online at cuyahogalibrary.
org, call us at 440-871-6392, or stop 
in to the library at 502 Cahoon Road 
and register with a librarian. 

Upcoming programs                
at Bay Village Branch Library

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Medicine is a series 
of learning curves. 
Sometimes we 

land on our face.
We treated syphilis with 

mercury.
To reduce allergy, we said 

no to peanuts before the age 
of three; now we say yes to 
peanuts as early as you can.

We peddled estrogen 
to menopausal women as 
some fountain-of-youth 
elixir until 2006 when the 
Women’s Health Initiative 
showed hormone replace-
ment could increase the very 
thing we’d tried to prevent – 
heart attacks.

We pitched a low-fat 
diet for those looking to lose 
weight, having high choles-
terol or just good health met-
rics. It turns out the impor-
tant thing about fat isn’t 
how much you consume but 
what type. Decades of high-
carbohydrate diets fueled the 
nation’s obesity endemic. Yet 
we’ve done such a good job 
of hammering that message 
that when the new 2015-2020 
Dietary Guidelines called to 
remove restriction on dietary 
fat; it had fewer “likes” than 
Michelle Obama’s mom 
dance with Jimmy Fallon.

But none compares to 
the current crisis of prescrip-

tion painkillers.
In the ‘80s, there was a 

push to address pain. (Watch 
the Oct. 23 opioids episode of 
“Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver” on YouTube for a look 
at prescription painkillers.) 
Do you remember feeling all 
weird when the nurse asked 
you to rank your pain from 0 
to 10 during a routine drug 
refill, blood pressure check, 
or before the colonoscopy?

The number of opioid 
prescriptions has quadru-
pled since 1999 (Americans 
now consume 80 percent of 
all narcotic prescriptions in 
the world). Pain control is no 
better. But the misuse of pre-
scription painkillers started 
a new wave of heroin users, 
according to the American 
Society of Addiction Medi-
cine.  

All are paying with hard 
cash or heartaches. Almost 
half of people know of an 
addict personally. Each day, 
Ohio spends an average 
$5.4 million on work loss 
and medical care. With that 
money, every day we could 
send 211 students to colleg-
es – four years, all expenses 
paid.

Recently I, among 2.3 
million health care provid-
ers, received a Dear John/
Jane letter from the big boss. 
Without finger-pointing, Dr. 

Vivek Murthy, the U.S. Sur-
geon General, coaxed with 
facts and empathy: Come on, 
guys. We now have more pre-
scription narcotic users than 
smokers. Don’t treat addicts 
like criminals. Addiction is a 
chronic brain disorder. Lend 
them a hand.

A second letter came 
from the State Medical Board 
of Ohio. A little less nuanced, 
it threatened to cut off our 
mohawks if we didn’t start 
tracking narcotic prescrip-
tions by the book.

Pain is complex; it’s 
injury, inflammation, per-
ception, and part of natural 
aging. To get a handle on 
most aches and pains, you 
need regular exercise, stress 
and weight management, a 
can-do attitude – and time. 
Voltaire famously said: “The 
art of medicine consists of 
amusing the patient while 
nature cures the disease.”

What’s not amusing: 
overuse of painkillers. Things 
will get worse before they get 
better. But you and I, we can 
do this. 

A piece of good news: 
Data from Monitoring the 
Future showed the rate of 
12th-grade, daily smokers 
had decreased from 24.6 per-
cent in 1997 to 4.8 percent 
in 2015. We’ve done it. Well, 
almost. 

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

When doctors get it wrong

by GREG SCHWERT

Now that the Cleveland 
Browns’ season is over, 
we can expect all of the 

local sports media to mandate that 
the team use the first pick in the 
upcoming draft on a quarterback. 
The expectation for this quarter-
back will be to lead this team to 
the Super Bowl and win it. I’d like 
to explain why I believe that is not 
the best use of the pick, especially 
this year when there isn’t one that 
stands out above all others.

The Browns have five picks 
in the first 65 selections to be 
made this year. They need to use 
the choices wisely and come up 
with impact players to become 
the foundation of the team going 
forward.

For now, let’s look at this year’s 
final eight playoff teams, start-
ing with the one-time consensus 
favorites to make the Super Bowl, 
New England and Dallas. Their 
quarterbacks, Tom Brady and Dak 
Prescott, were selected in the sixth 
round and fourth round, respec-

tively. The next teams on the ana-
lysts’ favorites list, until Derek Carr 
broke his leg, would have been 
Oakland and Seattle. Carr was 
selected by Oakland in the second 
round and Russell Wilson was a 
third-round choice for Seattle.

From here we have Pittsburgh, 
Houston, Atlanta, Green Bay and 
Kansas City. This group does have 
quarterbacks that were selected in 
the first and second rounds across 
the board. However, only one was 
the first pick in the draft, Alex 
Smith playing for Kansas City, who 
is known as a “game manager” and 
not the guy expected to lead his 
team to victory. Instead, his role is 
to avoid making mistakes and not 
doing things that would lose the 
game for his team.

There is only one other quar-
terback in this group that was 
selected in the top 10 picks of his 
draft year, Atlanta’s Matt Ryan. Last 
year, he and his team struggled due 
to a porous offensive line. Ironical-
ly, Alex Mack, the former center for 
the Cleveland Browns has played a 
major role in solidifying Atlanta’s 

offensive line and allowing Ryan to 
look like he could lead the Falcons 
to the Super Bowl.

The teams listed above are 
the ones the Browns are looking 
to emulate going forward. Their 
quarterbacks are obviously very 
important but they are proof that 
it is not a necessity to use the first 
pick in a draft on a quarterback to 
be successful. 

In case you’re still not con-
vinced, look at these names: 
Brad Johnson, Jeff Hostetler, 
Trent Dilfer, Doug Williams, Mark 
Rypien, and even Kurt Warner. All 
of these quarterbacks won Super 
Bowls. All but Kurt Warner are not 
viewed as premier quarterbacks 
but speaking of Kurt Warner, it is 
also important to remember that 
he played in Europe and the arena 
league before he got his big break 
to lead the Rams to the Super Bowl. 
There’s truth to the old saying, 
“offense wins games but defense 
wins championships” – just ask 
Cam Newton and Von Miller! To 
the Browns, I urge you – DON”T 
WASTE THE PICK! 

Browns, don’t use the first pick to 
draft a quarterback

by PATRICIA 
MICHAELS

The Friends of 
the West Side 
Catholic Center 

support the shelter for 
women and their chil-
dren in crisis, and every 
year the group hosts a 
fundraiser with all pro-
ceeds going directly to 
benefit the shelter.

The 29th Annual 
Benefit Extraordinaire 
for the West Side Cath-
olic Center will be held 
on Sunday, March 5, at 
LaCentre in Westlake. 
Shopping begins at 
11:00 a.m., a luncheon 
will be served at 12:30, 
and there will be addi-
tional shopping follow-
ing the luncheon. Tick-
ets are $45 per person.

The boutique fills 
many rooms with jew-

elry, bead and vintage 
items, fabulous and dis-
tinctive theme baskets, 
linens, and extensive 
selection of unique and 
luscious home-baked 
goods, all made and 
donated by members of 
Friends. 

New this year will 
be a variety of art and 
wall décor offered for 
sale. An assorted selec-
tion of quality spirits, 
beautifully arranged 
and displayed in bas-
kets, will be available 
for sale. A Wheelbarrow 
of Wine will be raffled. 
In addition, more auc-
tions and raffles will be 
held. 

This is an event you 
won’t want to miss.

For more informa-
tion or reservations, 
please call 440-871-
6681. 

Women Helping 
Women annual 
benefit luncheon
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

by KIM BONVISSUTO 

Five Westlake High School technol-
ogy education students will be 
recognized in a special award cere-

mony for winning the Best in State award 
in the Verizon Innovative App Challenge.

Seniors Sneha Ramachandran, 
Carter Hoon, Leah Choban and Jordan 
Sherwin, along with junior Jill Eddy, 
created the ALERT U app, an innova-
tive way to combat urgent situations as 
they unfold, especially in an educational 
setting. Through a map-tracking inter-
face, users can pinpoint the location of 
a threat, such as an active shooter, fire 
or extreme crisis, and share this location 
with others. With immediate activation 
upon clearance, and notifications sent 
automatically to emergency response 
personnel, parents and nearby residents, 
ALERT U can save lives in any situation, 
anywhere, at any time.

ALERT U was selected as state cham-
pion from among more than 1,800 app 
concept submissions in a highly competi-
tive contest. The team also was named a 
Best in Region winner. The team advanc-
es to the Best in Nation contest (winners 
will be announced on Feb. 15), as well as 
the Fan Favorite Award.

As a Best in State team, the students 
earned:
• $5,000 award for the WHS Technology/

Engineering Program
• Verizon Ellipsis 10 tablet and case for 

each team member
• T-shirt, cinch backpack, bumper 

sticker and certificate for each team 
member

• Recognition plaque and banner for the 
school

• Listing on the Verizon Innovative 
Learning app challenge website at 
appchallenge.tsaweb.org.

A link to the team’s original video 
submission is included in the online ver-
sion of this article at wbvobserver.com.

In addition to the video, the team 
had to submit an essay for each of the 
following 4 categories: statement of the 
problem, mobile app solution, unique-
ness of the mobile app solution, and 
mobile app features.

The team will now advance to the 
Best in Nation contest. The team will 

present their app in a video conference 
to judges on Jan. 25.

They are also competing for the 
Fan Favorite Award. To support the WHS 
team, text ALERTU to 22333 using a 
mobile phone or tablet. Voting began Jan. 
16 and ends Feb. 14. The team earning 
the most votes will receive an additional 
$15,000 prize, the opportunity to work 
with Massachusetts Institute of Technol-

ogy experts to build its concept into a 
working app, and an all-expenses-paid 
trip to the Technology Student Associa-
tion Conference in Florida in June.

A special award ceremony to recog-
nize the team for its state award will be 
held Monday, Jan. 30, at 9 a.m. in the WHS 
Red Brick Community Room. Verizon 
representatives will be on hand to pres-
ent the team its Best in State awards. 

WHS students Sneha Ramachandran, Leah Choban, Carter Hoon and Jillian 
Eddy created the award-winning ALERT U app. (Not pictured: Jordan 
Sherwin.)

WHS students 
win innovative 
app award

Thursday, Jan. 26, 2-3 p.m.
Travel Club
Let's make one person's experience another 
person's tip for success! Come share all your travel 
experiences – the good, the bad and the ugly – 
with your fellow travel club attendees We will also 
learn where to look online for the travel tips from 
professionals. To signup: call 440-250-5460, visit 
westlakelibrary.org, or stop by a library service desk.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Friday, Jan. 27, 2-4 p.m.
Creative Connections 
Arts sessions for individuals with memory loss 
and their care partners. Participate in visual art 
activities, music, storytelling, poetry, and dance. 
No cost. Pre-register at 440-414-0434, ext. 2.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake 

Friday, Jan. 27, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Family Astronomy Night: An Evening Under 
the Stars
Spend an evening under the stars as we observe 
the beautiful winter night sky in both the natural 
elements and inside our planetarium. Outdoors 
we’ll have night hikes and telescopes set up for 
viewing (bring your binoculars if you have them). 
Warm up indoors with a special planetarium 
program and some hot chocolate! For all ages. 
Fee: $4/person ages 3+; children 2 and under free.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Saturday, Jan. 28, 5-7 p.m.
Soup Supper
Sponsored by the United Methodist Women, 
the supper features delicious homemade soup, 
beverage, relish tray and dessert. Cost is $10 for 
adults.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Sunday, Jan. 29, 1-3 p.m.
Groundhog Day
Special guest Molly Ryan will be here to with 
some of her groundhog friends to give you 
an up-close look at these ground dwelling 
hibernators. Learn all about why these special 
rodents have their own holiday and why they 
have also earned the name woodchuck and 
whistle pig in addition to their common name 
groundhog. Fee: $5/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Tuesday, Jan. 31, 3-5 p.m.
Forget-Me-Not Cafe 
Free arts enrichment and socialization cafe to 
engage individuals affected by dementia along 
with their care partner (spouse, child, caregiver). 
Each session will include either music, dance, 
poetry, song, or TimeSlips storytelling. Preregister 
by calling 440-414-0434.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake 

Wednesday, Feb. 1, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Session
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society will offer free family history 
research assistance, to the public. Please bring 
pedigree and/or family group sheets to aid the 
volunteers in helping you.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 2, 6:30 p.m.
Bluegrass Jam
Enjoy some hand-clappin', toe-tappin' 
entertainment with local musicians led by Rick 
and Cindy Benjamin. Held the first Thursday of 
the month, the Bluegrass Jam's regulars include 
Pastor Jon Paulus on the bass, Al Struck on guitar 
and Gary Rice on multiple instruments. The event 
is open to the public and local musicians are 
welcome to sit in and jam with the group.
Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve, 2116 Dover 
Center Rd., Westlake

Thursday, Feb. 2, 6:30 p.m.
Westlake Kindergarten Information Night
Westlake City Schools will welcome the Class 
of 2030 at a Kindergarten Information Night 
for the 2017-2018 school year at each of the 
neighborhood elementary schools. Kindergarten 
online pre-registration for the 2017-2018 school 
year will open on Feb. 6. Attendees will receive 
information on kindergarten and schedule 
kindergarten registration appointments. Block 

kindergarten registration will be held March 7-9 
at Parkside. Registration for the 2017-2018 school 
year for grades 1-12 opens April 3.
Bassett Elementary, 2155 Bassett Rd.
Dover Elementary, 2300 Dover Center Rd.
Hilliard Elementary, 24365 Hilliard Blvd.
Holly Lane Elementary, 3057 Holly Lane

Thursday, Feb. 2, 7-8 p.m.
Westlake Toastmasters
Learn to overcome your fears of speaking, 
develop better speaking and presentation skills, 
think quickly on your feet, build strong leadership 
and mentoring skills, and open doors in your 
personal and professional life. (Meets 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays.) Contact: Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Cut the Cord
Are you paying too much for your cable TV, 
internet connection and phones? Are you 
threatening to “cut the cord,” but wonder what to 
do next? This month’s NEOPC meeting will feature 
a panel of our members who have devised their 
own solutions. Bring your ISP and/or carrier bills 
and let’s talk. Come for coffee and cookies at 6:30 
p.m.; panel and discussion is 7- 8:30 p.m. This 
event is free and open to all; for more info, go to 
www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

WESTLAKE CITY SCHOOLS


